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Hey there!
 
Have you heard about the revamped 
BSc (Information Systems) curriculum 
planned just for you? If you have not, 
then do take some time to look at the 
School of Information Systems (SIS) 
brochure and website to learn about 
how it gives you more flexibility in 
preparing for your careers!

Don’t worry about not having any 
technical background; at SIS, the faculty 
and instructors will provide you with the 
basic knowledge. Your peers and seniors 
will also guide you along. Of course, you 
will need to be passionate about the 
courses and put in your best effort too!

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

But we’re not just all work and no play. We at SMU School of Information 
Systems Society (ELLIPSIS) have many exciting and fun events planned for 
you in this new academic year! Think about orientation camps, welfare drives 
and carnivals! We look forward to welcoming you into our big SIS family, 
where strangers become friends, and bonds forged will last even beyond 
graduation.
 
Without further ado, read this issue of PRISM to find out who we are, what 
Special Interest Groups we have and what our students have to say!

TAN CHANG SHENG
ELLIPSIS President
SMU School of Information Systems
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13th ELLIPSIS 
COMMITTEE

(From left to right)

1st Row:
Manfred Loh (Events Director)
Marcus Lee (Honorary Finance Secretary)
Zul Yang (Vice-President)
Tan Chang Sheng (President)
Mark Ng (Honorary General Secretary)
Tan Kee Hock (Information Technology Director)
Jonathan Chew (Public Relations Director)

2nd row: 
Fan Kaiyang (Marketing Director)
Amanda Lim (Events Director)
Jeryl Soh (Marketing Director)
Koh Xiao Wei (Welfare Director)
Celestine Kho (Professional Development Director)
Amber Chong (Public Relations Director)
Lau Zi Quan (Operations Director)
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PROJECT 
LET'S CODE!

Project “Let’s Code!” is run by the SMU School of Information Systems, and 
funded by the Ministry of Education for two years. The project started in 
January 2016, and 309 participants from 19 pre-university institutions have 
successfully completed the training so far. 

From Zero to Hero: Coding in 3 Weeks!

What is this all about?

Participants take a 3-week long intensive course at SMU during the June or 
December holidays to pick up basic programming.

How is the course delivered?

The course is delivered in “blended style” with seven meet-up sessions, 
one online conference, and a lot of “homework” in between. Each 
participant will be assigned a mentor who will guide and provide support 
until the course ends. Participants will get a certificate from the school 
upon successful completion.

Eligible participants get to attend this course for free! This initiative is 
funded by MOE until end of 2017, after which charges may be levied.

Who are “eligible participants”?

If you are currently an “A”-level or IB (International Baccalaureate) student 
who is not taking “computing” or “computer science” as a subject at school, 
you are eligible.

Where can I get more details?

Check out http://code.smu.edu.sg. Registration for the June 2017 run starts 
in March. Hope to see you at SIS during the holidays!

How much do I have to pay?
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4 Reasons to
join SIS!

Today, IT is a key enabler in businesses. IT empowers everything around 
you. Being able to create value to organisations through IT and the ability 
to innovate, make an IT professional highly sought-after.

it’s IT

Highly Flexible Curriculum Options

At SIS, the curriculum is designed so that YOU get to choose how “techy” 
you like it to be. No matter which track you choose, you will acquire the 
expertise to thrive in the new digital economy. So come and be part of this 
revamped BSc (Information Systems) programme and challenge yourself!
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Technical and business skills may be important, but let’s not forget about 
the people skills! SIS will provide you with opportunities to work with 
industry partners on projects that allow you to learn soft skills such as 
time management, team work, effective communication and social 
responsibility. Such experiences will help prepare you to face the 
challenges when you step into the workforce after graduation.

Beyond Academics

The SIS community has been well known for being a closely knitted family.
You won’t face this tertiary journey alone, because there will always be 
someone going through it with you. Rest assured, the people you meet here 
will have a profound impact in your life. 

We are FAMILY
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MetamorphoSIS 
Camp

The three ridiculously fun days start with mini games scattered throughout 
our city campus.

MetamorphoSIS Camp (aka MetaCamp) is the annual orientation camp for 
the freshmen of the School of Information Systems (SIS). It is one of the 
most memorable experiences of an SIS student’s life. Friendships that are 
forged provide invaluable support throughout the undergraduate life and 
beyond. 

MetamorphoSIS Camp
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What is summer without visiting the beach? The second day features games 
around the island of Sentosa, water games on the sandy beaches to quell 
the summer heat and finally ending with inter-clan tug-of-war. On the last 
day, we have the Finale Night to end the camp with a bang! The facilitators 
showcase the performance they have prepared hard for over summer. 
The freshmen also unleash their talent and creativity to come up with 
performances that exceed expectations.

Unlimited fun, unbreakable bonds, a camp not to be missed by all freshmen!
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Special Interest 
Groups (SIGs)

WhiteHats

WhiteHat Society is an information security Special Interest Group at SMU SIS. 
We are a bunch of passionate individuals who love technology!  Advocating 
security is our goal, and we do so by teaching useful IT software. We have 
close ties with the industry; working with partners from Edgis Security, 
ThinkSECURE, Info-communications Media Development Authority of 
Singapore (IMDA), Cyber Security Agency (CSA), Cyber Security Awareness 
Alliance (CSAA) and Singapore infocomm Technology Federation (SiTF). We 
hope to inspire a new generation of hackers through our annual 
WhiteHacks@SG.

For more information, contact issig@sa.smu.edu.sg or 
visit our website at http://whitehats.smusa.sg
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DotNet

SMU DotNet Society is a Special Interest Group that consists of
microsoft student partners who are passionate about technology. Our 
mission is to educate and inform the SMU community on the current 
Microsoft technologies through seminars, workshops, competition and 
technology visits. Our vision is to expose students to the various
technologies of Microsoft. Our past workshops have included Microsoft 
Azure, OneNote and OneDrive. We will also be organising workshops for 
Microsoft SharePoint and Microsoft Excel in the future.

For more information, contact dotnetsociety@smu.edu.sg

FinTech

Want to have fun and learn something useful for your career? Look no 
further than SMU FinTech! Singapore’s first FinTech-focused student club 
explores how technology is driving changes in finance. Although it is a 
young club that was just started in August 2015, the club has grown quickly 
to a core of more than 20 members. We speak to banks, startups and more, 
to understand the change that will happen in the next 10 years and 
members get opportunities to do research, development and network.

For more information, contact fintech@sa.smu.edu.sg
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BIA  // Business Intelligence and Data Analytics

The BIA Special Interest Group in SMU SIS aims to better inform students 
about the various aspects of business intelligence and data science including 
their technological and industry domains. We are looking for collaboration 
with people in the data science industry on a project basis. 

Interested parties please contact bia@smu.edu.sg

Macness

SMU Macness was founded to 
promote computer skills related to 
iOS and macOS. 

We aim to provide SMU students 
free and high standard education 
and promotion of Macbook-related 
knowledge. Our plans are to have 
at least 2 seminars this semester for 
students. 

For more information, contact us at 
macness@sa.smu.edu.sg

Devera

Devera is a Special Interest Group 
created by a group of tech-savvy, 
entrepreneurial students who seek 
to help students expand their
technical expertise and project 
management abilities by taking on
real-world projects for real clients.
 
Contact Jared Sim at 
jared.sim.2014@sis.smu.edu.sg
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NERDS
Wong Wai Tuck
// WhiteHats

Kong Yu Jian
// Entreprenuer

Jaren Lim
// Researcher

Tay Jing Ying
// Internship - India

Ragini Verma
// Freshie
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WhiteHats
Wong Wai Tuck

My advice: Practice, practice and more practice (-it). Sharing also helps to 
reinforce the concepts. I still have a lot to learn, and there are many people in 
SIS who definitely have more experience than me in other areas (e.g. 
developing front-end code) that we can all learn from.

As one of the best coders in the SIS 2015 intake, how did you get your 
coding skills to be so “up there”?

“I love teaching information security and 
WhiteHats is really an avenue for me to 
share my knowledge. In the previous 
session, a couple of freshmen were quite 
shocked at how easy it was to break into 
the 3 systems I prepared for them. 

As the African proverb goes, if you want 
to go fast, go alone; if you want to go far, 
go together.”

I truly feel at home in SIS very early on, even before I entered SMU! Back 
then, I participated in CodeXtremeApps 2014 with Yu Jian and Clarence, and 
we have yet to officially enter as year ones. The seniors really took care of us, 
even bringing us food when we were coding away! To this day, we are still 
great friends with them, and I hope to continue to pass this family spirit on to 
future batches.

Could you describe your SIS experience so far?
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I do hope to continue doing what I love, which is sharing about information 
security! Again, knowledge sharing is so important because it helps to 
groom the next generation. And so that’s where I see myself in 10 years’ time.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years’ time?

How will SIS help you in achieving your goal?

SIS has a really amazing curriculum that emphasises sharing our knowledge. 
We get to share what we know with each other and tap on each other’s 
strengths in our projects. This makes the dynamic projects more exciting. To 
give you an example, with my Enterprise Integration team, we did a smart 
dustbin which is integrated to a route planning system. We got to share it 
with the executives at JP Morgan and were really quite surprised at how well 
received it was. It was a great experience pitching as well. The best part of 
SIS is that the seniors and juniors are usually very close, and we, as seniors, 
get to share our knowledge with the juniors when they take the course in 
the future. As a result, every year, the projects get better and it’s really as-
tounding to see what people can do when there is someone mentoring 
them. I apply this as well when mentoring people in WhiteHats and the 
results so far are great!
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Entrepreneur
Kong Yu Jian

My motivation to start this business stems from my personal journey 
in my lifetime of learning programming actually. I used to self-learn 
programming when I was younger, and have enjoyed it ever since. I 
produced a mobile game and successfully released it on Google Play. 
Subsequently, I decided to share my passion for programming with the 
rest of the world, and guide people to success in technology. This led me 
to work with my co-founders, to launch Early Coders Academy in 
December 2015.

What is your motivation to get to where you are now?
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Our company provides high quality, yet affordable programming lessons 
to learners of all ages above 13. Our goal is to equip individuals with highly 
relevant software engineering skills, by advocating the more cutting-edge 
technologies, tools as well as programming languages.

What is your company about?

In order to work on both business and studies, of course certain 
compromises have to be made. This is in terms of time spent, where I do 
have to give up on certain guilty pleasures. But of course, with proper 
time management, there have not been many conflicts so far between 
school and work.

How do you cope with your business and your studies?

At the very initial stages of Early Coders Academy, the SIS faculty has been 
helpful in providing us with a venue at a time where we were bootstrapping 
with zero revenue. This initial help has provided us with a stepping stone to 
allow us to validate our target market. Secondly, we’ve managed to hire 
really quality SIS graduates, as well as undergraduates who have played 
crucial roles as instructors and teaching assistants. We’re thankful to the SIS 
community for believing in us, and for sticking with us in the initial tough 
stages.

How has SIS helped you in achieving what you have today?
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Researcher
Jaren Lim

I work on data processing, aggregation and visualisation. The data is
obtained from a myriad of sources, analysed for key insights, and finally
published over at http://larc.smu.edu.sg.

What do you do in the LARC (Living Analytics Research Centre)? 

Research projects allow me to utilise technology to create value and gain 
new insights. I enjoy how research is intellectual, social (discussions with 
peers and supervisors) and contributes towards a greater cause.

What made you interested in participating in research projects? 

I’m working on a data analytics project regarding the National Day 
Rally 2016 (NDR16). Data is gathered from numerous sources, and 
processed to reveal key trends and an understanding of the public 
reception of the NDR16 messages. These results are then visualised 
beautifully and meaningfully.

What are some of the projects you have worked on helped out with? 
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Handling both data analytics and web development is a very heavy 
workload. Thankfully, there are many helpful research scientists and 
engineers in LARC whom I could relate to and learn from. 

What are the challenges you faced while working on these projects? 
What have you learned from these challenges? 
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Internship
Tay Jing Ying

At Extentia Information Technology, I worked as a software engineering 
intern. My main job scope was to develop the front-end of websites for 
the clients using JavaScript. It is interesting because I did not have prior 
knowledge about JavaScript but was given an option to pick up a new 
programming language. 

What is your job scope?

India is well-known for its Information Technology sector so I felt that it 
would be a great experience for me to work in an IT company there. Also, 
Extentia Information Technology is a global firm founded in late 1990s but 
has developed quickly to become an established company it is now.

Why choose India?

Jing Ying, first from right
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Client management was the most important thing I learnt. It was the first 
time I worked on a real-life client project and had to manage the client’s 
constant requirement changes. As a software engineer, I also picked up
essential programming skills by learning a new language and 
understanding coding standards better. Apart from that, it is also 
interesting to work in a totally different environment and learn about how 
companies in India operates. In fact, Extentia has a really different culture – 
their aim is to bond their employees together so there are literally activities 
for the employees almost every other day!

What did you gain from the experience there?

Yes! Working in a company overseas gives you an opportunty to see how 
companies in the same industry can operate differently in another country. 
The culture there was an eye-opening experience. Lastly, and more 
importantly, having an internship abroad really broadens your perspectives 
and allows you to develop on a personal level. And I am able to apply the 
positive learnings to my studies and personal life in Singapore.

Would you recommend your juniors to go for overseas 
internship?

Jing Ying, second from right
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Freshie
Ragini Verma
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The IT field is one that’s up and coming and I joined SMU SIS because I was 
really impressed by the way the school had blended the two disciplines of IT 
and business. I really believe in the usefulness of taking an IT course in 
today’s time. In time to come, technology will take over many industries and 
I strongly feel that taking an IT undergraduate course will allow me to use 
this trend to my advantage in the future. Furthermore, SMU SIS does not 
simply teach you the technical aspects; they also teach you how to apply 
those technical skills in the management context, which is so important. 
Lastly, graduating with a degree from SIS would certainly broaden my 
options in terms of not just the companies, but also the industries that I can 
work in. 

What made you choose SMU SIS?

Entering any new environment usually does pose a challenge; but it was 
definitely a lot easier to transit than I had expected. I had many concerns 
before starting university because I had no background in coding and even 
though I was told that everything will be taught from scratch, I feared that I 
will still fall behind because I wouldn’t be able to keep up with my 
batchmates who had really strong IT background. However, most of them 
really do find joy in helping others and it’s very heartening to see that 
sincerity. People would readily help you out even if you have not spoken to 
them before and that just makes university life (especially in SIS) so much 
easier to cope with.

For someone with Junior College background. Was it difficult to 
transit to University life?

Something that was new to me and that I initially found a challenge was 
class participation, which is given rather high regard in SMU. It was difficult 
for me to break out of my comfort zone and start voicing my opinions in
class, especially when surrounded by so many new people. However, I 
eventually did get accustomed to it and I am thankful that SMU SIS has 
pushed me out of my comfort zone so that I can grow to be more vocal.

Another challenge that I had to adapt to was the amount of groupwork that 
we have here in SIS. This was a rather new experience because in Junior
College, it was more about studying for the final exams and independent 
work. Sometimes it can be challenging to work with different people who 
have different working styles from you. But it is important to learn to use this 
diversity to your advantage so that you can learn from differing perspectives. 
Through groupwork, you learn to divide the work, encourage each other, 
constructively criticise each other’s work, identify each other’s strengths... 
The list could go on and on!

What are some of the challenges you face as a SMU SIS student?
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